Laparoscopic Intervention in Acute Crohn's Disease Involving an Ovary.
Crohn's disease (CD) is a chronic inflammatory disorder that may involve any part of the gastrointestinal tract. Acute manifestations in female internal reproductive organs are rare and have been described in only a few cases. A 27-year-old nulligravida woman diagnosed with CD presented with pelvic pain, fever, and a palpable mass (confirmed by ultrasound) in the right lower quadrant of the abdomen. She underwent diagnostic laparoscopy because of worsening symptoms suggestive of a tubo-ovarian abscess. The right adnexa were excised after adhesiolysis. Pathologic examination revealed an ovarian granuloma consistent with CD. This case shows that a laparoscopic approach is possible for active CD, with all the benefits of a minimally invasive approach. Although the involved ovary was removed, similar to previous reports using laparotomy, conservative therapy should be considered if preoperative diagnosis can be made. Improvements in preoperative diagnosis and development of management guidelines is critical for ovarian preservation and conservative treatment options.